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NOTE: Some parts of the lesson may vary depending on the way you arrange your 
design. Use this lesson as a guide line for the various functions in Generations.  
 
 
Open Generations. 

Use the Create Freehand Area Tool  
Draw a Petal Shape using your left mouse click. Make the curved points close 
together. 

Change the petal direction, move the In and Out Points, change to 
Pink Colour. 

 and select Complex Fill. 

  
 

Resize the Petal to   
 
Select the petal and make sure it is facing North to South like mine. (12 o’clock 
position)  SAVE THE DESIGN 
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Now Copy and Paste another petal. Select the Rotate Tool  and write 45deg in the 
Angle space on the Free Rotate Menu. 

Click OK. 
 
Move the petal into place using the shift + arrow keys. 
Repeat the exercise to make up the petals of your flower. 

Don’t worry about the centre overlaps 
at the moment. SAVE THE DESIGN 

Select the first petal and copy and paste 
another one. Change the colour and change to Satin stitch. Resize the petal to 6 x 18. 
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 Repeat the Copy and Paste and Angle as we did 
for the other petals. SAVE THE DESIGN 

From the Stitch Sequence menu select the 

first 8 petals and then use the View Outline Button  
All the petals turn grey when selected. 
Right click on the grey area and select Create a Void using Existing Area. 
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 Move your mouse cursor over the petals until you see the smaller petals outlined in 
pink and click the left mouse to create the voids.  
 

Generate to make the changes. SAVE THE 
DESIGN 
 

Now draw a circle using the Create Circle Tool.   

Select the circle and change the Stitch Type to 
Radial. Leave the red dot in the centre of the circle. Hit the space bar to open the Area 
Objects Stitch Properties Menu. 
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Select the Feather Stitch Menu and click Edit. 
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Load the pattern. 
Click OK and Apply. 

Create another void under the centre 
radial circle to prevent too many layers sewing. SAVE THE DESIGN 
 
NOTE: 
When I created the voids I noticed a problem with 2 of the leaves so I will correct that 
problem before going any further. You may not have the problem it depends how you 
digitised your petals. If you did strike a similar problem than follow the instructions 
below. 
 
I zoomed in to the 2 petals on the left of the flower. 

 
 
The greyed areas in the image above need to be removed. To do this I will use the 
Divide with a line function. 
Right click anywhere in the grey area and select Divide with a Line. 
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Make 2 cuts across the greyed area of the first petal. 

 
 
Hit Enter – Esc and Generate. Delete the parts we cut away. 
 
Now zoom in to the second petal you will need to move some points to spread the 
area out. 

Select the Edit Node button.  
Nodes will appear around the area that needs adjusting. 
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I am going to move those points to give more definition to the petal. 
 

 
 
Turn off the Edit Nodes and right click and divide with a line as before.  
Delete the unwanted parts. 
 

 
 
By correcting this problem I also created another problem with the centre of the 
flower so I just deleted the centre, redigitized and Generated. 
 
Group all the flower parts together. SAVE THE DESIGN 
We’ll make the leaf for the design next. 
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Using the  Tool and make a leaf shape like the one we drew for 

the flower.  Generate the leaf  
Change to the following settings. 

 
 
Select the leaf and change the Satin settings to the following. 

 
 
Open the Satin Menu change the settings to the following. 
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Select Pattern is set to:  

 Move the sliders on the Set Pattern Points as above. I 
saved this for future use as A1 leaf. 
All that’s left to do is some duplicating and copying to get the effect I used. SAVE 
THE DESIGN 
 
Open the Lattice design we digitised in the earlier Lattice Lesson.  
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Change the hoop size to the larger hoop. 
View – View Preferences – Hoop/ Original Point  
I used the Janome 140 x 200 Hoop. 

 
 
Open the Flower we just digitised. It will appear in a new window. 
Select All the flower parts by dragging a square around them.  
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Group them using the Group Button.  
 

 SAVE THE DESIGN 
Open the leaf we just digitized.    
 

 
You should have 3 designs now in 3 windows. To see them better just Tile them. 
Windows – Tile 
 
Open a New window (Control + N) 
Copy and Paste the Lattice Design into this window and Generate. 
 
Copy and Paste 3 Flowers into the New window with the Lattice design and Generate.  

Select the Flower – Copy   – click the new window to make it active. Next use 

the Paste button  3 times to paste 3 flowers in the new window. 
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You may want to move them to make it easier to see each one. 
 
Repeat the process with the leaf only this time we need 15 leaves. Again you may 
want to move them about so you can see them. Don’t forget to generate.  
 
You should have something similar to this. 
 

 
 

Open the Stitch Sequence Window.    You will have 82 design parts. 
 
16 Lattice parts 
24 Pink Petal parts 
24 Purple Petal parts 
3 Flower centre parts 
15 Leaf parts. 
 
 
 
Arrange the Lattice so that it is roughly in the centre of the hoop. 
Arrange the flowers with 2 on the right and 1 on the left. 
 
Arrange the Leaves 5 for the top flower 4 for the middle flower and 6 for the bottom.  
If you prefer to use 5 on each flower that’s fine.  
I used the leaves so that the lattice design parts didn’t have small sections after cutting 
parts to allow for the flowers and leaves. You will see what I am talking about shortly. 
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Use the rotate (left click twice) to change from select to rotate).  
 

 
 
I have randomly placed my design parts as you can see in the image above. 
I would like to make the lattice design larger so I will select it, resize using the square 
corner nodes and Generate. SAVE THE DESIGN 
 



 

 16

 3D View after resizing. SAVE 
THE DESIGN 
 
We need the design to stitch out in the order we want so that the lattice sews first the 
leaves second and the flowers last. 
 
We will use Accessories – Set Stitching Order function. 
 

 
When you select this choice a small hand with a pointed finger appears. Use this hand 
to select the leaves. 
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Now hit Enter – Generate. All the leaves will vanish below the lattice design. 
Because we arranged the lattice design parts when we digitized it earlier we wont 
need to change it. SAVE THE DESIGN 
Now we need to select all the lattice design parts on the stitch sequence window and 
right click and select move to top. This puts the lattice back below the leaves. 
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We will do the flowers in the same way as the leaves. 

 
Don’t forget to click Enter – Generate and with all the flower parts selected on the 
stitch sequence window, right click and select Move to bottom. 
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Unselect everything and Generate again to generate the whole design not just parts of 
the design. SAVE THE DESIGN 
 
The image above shows the design parts in the right order. 
 

 
 
With the parts in this order on the Stitch sequence window. 
 
Lattice parts 1 to 16 
Leaf parts 17 to 31 
Pink petal parts 32 to 55 
Purple petal parts 56 to 79 
Flower centre parts 80 to 82 
 
SAVE THE DESIGN 
 
NOTE: 
You do have the option to set the stitching order all at the same time. I just preferred 
to do it this way. 
 
If we leave the design as it is the flowers and leaves will sew on top of the lattice 
design. I would rather make voids under the flowers by cutting into the lattice work. 
Generation’s makes this task very simple. 
 

Select the Lattice design and then select the View Outline Button  
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The design will have the flashing blue line around it. 

 
 
The design will turn grey when you use the View Outline Button. 

 
 
Right click and select Create A Void using Existing Area. 
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 As you move the mouse over the areas you 
will see a purple outline these are the areas we need to remove. Zoom in to get a 
closer look. Click Esc and then Generate. SAVE THE DESIGN 
 
The Stitch Sequence menu will show you all the parts that have been split away by 
creating these voids. You may need to check to see if you have left any design parts 
behind. 
 
Select the first part in the menu and look to see what part of the design has the 
flashing blue line around it. 
 
The first part of my design is a very small bit and is not needed so I will just Control 
Delete the part. 
 

     
 
This is an important part in the creation of your design. Make sure remove those parts 
that you missed in the Create A Void function. 
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You can see where I missed 2 parts here under the leaves: 

 
 
The blue flashing lines are your guide, so check them carefully. 
My design ended up with 41 lattice design parts. 
 

Now watch the design stitch out using the Stitch Player . 
 
Select all the leaf parts on the Stitch Sequence window click on the View Outline 

Button  to change the parts to grey and then create voids in the leaves. 
 
To make sure I haven’t got any unwanted parts in the design i.e. parts too small, I 
select each part on the Stitch Sequence check it and delete it if necessary. 
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Lesson by Vanessa Page 

 
 

Generations® is a registered trademark of Notcina Corporation Sources provided by: 
Generations® manual & GenerationsT automatic digitising system with permission of 
Notcina Corporation. 
 
Australian Distributor: 
Echidna Sewing Products 
www.echidnasewing.com.au 
enquiries@echidnasewing.com.au  
Within Australia:  
Freecall - 1800-000-360 
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